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	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Standing Committee on Student Success & Workforce Alignment
Tuesday, October 13, 2026
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	View Meeting Recording

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE SS&AA Standing Committee

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance practices and policies



A = in attendance, E = excused absence, N = not in attendance (Bolded Commissioners are official committee members)
	ATTENDANCE

	Commissioners & Advisors

	Chair Berrick Abramson
	A
	Eric Tucker
	N
	Lisandra Gonzales
	A
	Sarah Hughes
	N

	Danielle Ongart
	N
	Aaron Harber
	A
	Jim Wilson
	A
	Ana Temu Otting
	N

	Michael Lightner
	N
	Lena Crawley
	N
	Wayne Artis
	A
	Sen. Janice Marchman
	N

	Nicole McWhirter
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CDHE Staff

	Carl Einhaus
	A
	Spencer Ellis
	A
	Brad Griffith
	
	Christina Carrillo
	A

	Heather Delange
	A
	Beverly Jones
	A
	Sophia Laderman
	
	Gillian McKnight-Tutein
	

	Peter Fritz
	
	Sam Fogleman
	A
	Chealsye Bowley
	
	Michael Vente
	

	Guests

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





AGENDA – NOTES 

1:00 p.m.		Greetings and Introductions
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair



1:05 p.m.		Approve notes for August 3 and August 31 meeting 
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
The committee reviewed and considered approval of the minutes from two previous meetings that had not been approved due to a lack of quorum at a prior meeting. No corrections were proposed. Commissioner Harber moved to approve both sets of minutes. Commissioner McWhirter seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with no opposition. The minutes were approved as presented.
	

[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]1:10 p.m.		Strategy discussion/1330 recommendations
· Transfer Subcommittee update
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Abramson provided an update on the ongoing work of the Transition Advisory Committee (TAC), noting that the committee is currently developing detailed recommendations related to governance structures, implementation timelines, agency relationships, and statewide talent development strategies. Commissioner Abramson anticipates providing more substantive updates once recommendations are finalized and reported later this fall. No action was required.

· CDE Partnership Special Recognition
Carl Einhaus, Chief Student Success & Academic Affairs Officer, CDHE
Carl provided an update regarding the departure of a Colorado Department of Education (CDE) partner, Danielle Ongart. Danielle led significant statewide data system and cross-agency initiatives. The Department highlighted its ongoing partnership with CDE and discussed transitional planning while CDE identifies a replacement for her. No action was required.

		
1:35 p.m.		Compelling discussion on informational items
· Annual Report from the General Education (GE) Council on GT Pathways
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation, CDHE
Christina Carrillo presented the Colorado General Education Council's annual review of the GT Pathways matrix and transfer data pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 24-164. The report concluded that GT Pathways is functioning effectively overall but identified areas where credit-hour variations exist, particularly in world languages, mathematics, and laboratory sciences. Staff emphasized that the report contains recommendations and observations rather than requests for policy changes or Commission action.

Committee discussion focused on the need for measurable outcomes, timelines, baseline data, and evidence demonstrating the impact of credit-hour differences on students. Commissioners expressed interest in understanding the scope of potential transfer issues before dedicating significant resources to additional alignment efforts. Staff noted that many concerns raised through the review process were based on institutional experience and anecdotal observations rather than statewide quantitative data. 

Staff requested consideration of placing the annual report on the upcoming Commission consent agenda. Commissioner Harber moved to place the item on the consent agenda; however, no second was received. The motion failed for lack of a second. Committee members indicated a preference for the item to remain an action item for the October 22 Commission meeting to allow for further discussion. Staff will return the item as an action agenda item and address questions raised regarding data, outcomes, and implementation timelines.

· Improving Statewide Transfer Update
Carl Einhaus, CDHE
Carl provided an update on ongoing implementation activities related to improving statewide transfer, including work resulting from both SB24-164 and the Office of the State Auditor's (OSA) Higher Education Transfer Credit Audit. Staff reported that proposed revisions to the GT Pathways and Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) policies will be presented to the Commission for action at its October 22 meeting. Staff also reported that all 19 audit recommendations assigned to the Department and Commission have been completed, including updates intended to improve transfer processes, transparency, and guidance related to military credit transfer.

Carl further updated the committee on the Department's rulemaking efforts related to transfer student complaints under SB24-164. Proposed rules establish a process for students to seek Department review of transfer-credit decisions after institutional complaint processes have been exhausted. Staff noted that extensive stakeholder engagement has occurred throughout the rulemaking process and that a public hearing is scheduled for November 3, 2026. The Department emphasized that the goal remains resolution of transfer issues at the institutional level whenever possible and that formal enforcement actions are expected to be infrequent.

· Degree Authorization Act
Heather DeLange, Director, Office of Private Postsecondary Education
· Approval of Renewal of Authorization for Relay Graduate School of Education
Staff presented a request to renew degree authorization for Relay Graduate School of Education following successful reaccreditation through the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. Staff reported that the institution remains in compliance with Colorado's Degree Authorization Act and recommended renewal of authorization. 
· Approval of Religious Training Institution: Authorization for Ama Seminary
Staff presented a request for authorization of AMA Seminary as a religious training institution under Colorado statute. Staff reviewed the statutory requirements applicable to religious training institutions and recommended approval.

Following discussion of both degree authorization items, Commissioner Aaron Harber moved to place the Relay Graduate School of Education authorization renewal and AMA Seminary authorization request on the Commission consent agenda. Commissioner Lisandra Gonzales seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with no opposition. Both items will advance to the October 22 Commission meeting on the consent agenda.
	
Next meeting date: Monday, November 2, 2026
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